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SHORT BIO SPEAKERS  
Danuše Nerudová Member of the European Parliament  (MEP) Group of the European People's 

Party (Christian Democrats), economist, and former rector of Mendel University in Brno. She rose 

to national prominence through her work on pension reform and her candidacy in the 2023 Czech 

presidential election, where she placed third with strong support from young voters. Her academic 

focus is on European tax policy and sustainable public finances. In the European Parliament, she 

serves on the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) and the Subcommittee on Tax Matters (FISC), and 

is Vice-Chair of the Delegation for Relations with the Korean Peninsula. She is also involved in the 

Committees on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) and Environment, Public Health and Food 

Safety (ENVI) as a substitute member. 

Satya Srinivas is currently Executive Director of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), bringing 

more than three decades of distinguished public service and leadership in international trade, 

customs administration, and economic policy. Prior to joining ADB, he served as Special Secretary 

in India’s Department of Commerce, overseeing the Europe Division, Special Economic Zones, 

Plantation Boards, and trade intelligence and statistics. He was Chief Negotiator for the India-EU 

negotiations, he also successfully led negotiations for the landmark India-EFTA Trade and 

Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) and the India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA). He also 

held senior positions in the Government of India, including Joint Secretary (Strategic 

Management) in the National Intelligence Grid and Joint Secretary (Customs) in the Central Board 

of Indirect Taxes and Customs.  

Suranjali Tandon is Assistant Professor at NIPFP where she leads the work on direct taxation 

and sustainable finance.  She is currently a member of the T20 task force on  “Refuelling Growth: 

Clean Energy and Green Transition”. She has been a  special invitee to the task force on 

sustainable finance, India set under the aegis on Ministry of FInance and is an expert invitee to 

International Financial Services Centre Authority’s sub-committee on sustainable finance related 
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to disclosures. She is an expert advisor to India Lab by Climate Policy Initiative and Ola Mobility 

Institute. She has worked in the past on many projects with the Department of Revenue and 

Department of Economic Affairs on key policy issues.  

Anna Marhold is Assistant Professor at the Institute of Public Law and the Grotius Centre for 

International Legal Studies at Leiden University. Her specialisation is international economic law, 

with a particular focus on international trade law at the intersection of energy and environmental 

regulation. In 2026, she was appointed ‘EU Trade Champion’ by the Directorate-General for Trade 

and Economic Security of the European Commission. The EU Trade Champion Network is an 

interdisciplinary group of selected international trade experts from the EU Member States. They 

are invited to interact on EU Trade and Economic Security policy with high-level policy makers at 

the European Commission, as well as within their own Member States.  

Julien Chaisse is Professor and RGC Senior Research Fellow at City University of Hong Kong 

School of Law. His interdisciplinary research links international economic law, political theory, 

political economy, technology and dispute resolution. He is Editor in Chief of the Journal of World 

Investment & Trade. His research offers a unified account of how transnational governance is 

being reconfigured by digitalisation and strategic competition. Across trade, investment, 

arbitration and taxation, he examines how transnational norms define value and allocate it across 

jurisdictions when production, control and monetisation no longer align. For two decades, he has 

advised companies, governments and international organisations on treaty negotiations and 

domestic law reform in more than 30 jurisdictions. He has adjudicated more than 50 transnational 

disputes. He is a member of Hong Kong’s Board of Review and is included on the European 

Union’s List of Candidates Suitable for Appointment as Arbitrators.  

Hanna P. Bucher is Senior Public Sector Specialist (Trade and Industry) in the Public Sector 

Management and Governance Sector Office (PSMG) of the Asian Development Bank. In this 

function she is leading trade and industry related programs in Bhutan and Indonesia. Previously, 

she worked for the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in various 

functions in Germany and in India. She also has 10 years of experience working for the 

International Trade Centre (UN / WTO) in Ethiopia and Switzerland, advising governments and 

businesses in Asia and Africa on topics of south-south trade, investment and regional integration. 

Anita Prakash is the Founder of Research Lab Asia, where she leads solutions-oriented research 

on inclusive trade, infrastructure, supply chains and emerging regional production networks. Her 

current work includes the India–Middle East–Europe Economic Corridor and critical-minerals 

supply chains. Her expertise spans trade and global value chains, regional connectivity, inclusive 

trade, economic infrastructure, Indo-Pacific economic architecture, the digital economy and 

critical-minerals supply chains. Her regional experience covers India, ASEAN, East Asia, Oceania, 

Africa, Europe and the wider Global South. Previously, she served as a Director in the Government 

of India’s Department of Commerce and NITI Aayog, and as a Director for Policy Research at the 

Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), in Jakarta. She has also contributed 

to G20, G7, ASEM and Asia-Africa Growth Corridor initiatives.  Prakash studied at the Australian 
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National University in 2002–2003 for MBA and holds an M.Phil in Political Science from University 

of Delhi. 

Kehinde Folake Olaoye Assistant Professor Hamad Bin Khalifa University College of Law. Before 

joining HBKU, she was a postdoctoral researcher and lecturer at the School of Law, City University 

of Hong Kong. Kehinde obtained degrees in law from the Chinese University of Hong Kong, King’s 

College London, and the University of Ibadan. She is qualified to practice law in Nigeria and has 

worked as an international arbitration and dispute resolution trainee in the Hong Kong office of 

an international law firm and as a commercial lawyer in Lagos, Nigeria. 

Ovidiu Mic Head of Unit, (Unit C2 – South and South-East Asia) DG for International 

Partnerships, European Commission. More than eighteen years of  experience at European 

Commission, mostly in  third country' missions. Current focus is on advancing collaboration and 

fostering investments across South  and South East ASIA. His expertise  supports the European 

Commission's mission to enhance regional partnerships and promote sustainable development.   

Mattea Cordier  Advisor on trade policy at the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). Her main area of expertise lies at the intersection of EU trade policy and 

sustainable development. In this context, she focuses particularly on sustainability aspects in the 

EU’s trade agreements. Since 2025, she is also responsible for implementing a trade facilitation 

project in Cameroon with the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation.  Mattea Cordier holds a 

master’s degree in international relations from the Dresden University of Technology.  

Georgios (George) Dimitropoulos Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

at the College of Law, Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), as well as an Adjunct Professor at 

Georgetown University in Qatar (GU-Q). His research focuses on redefining the boundaries of 

domestic and international law, with particular emphasis on economic sovereignty and the impact 

of digital technologies on traditional legal models. Dr. Dimitropoulos is currently the Lead Principal 

Investigator of the Industrial Policy for Digital Development (IPDD) Project, funded by the Qatar 

National Research Fund (QNRF). He is also a Chairholder of the World Trade Organization Chairs 

Programme (WCP). He serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of World Investment & Trade 

and the Asia Pacific Law Review and is Co-Chair of the International Law and Technology Interest 

Group of the American Society of International Law (ASIL).  

Vincent Beyer is a Legal Affairs Officer in the International Investment Agreements Section at 

UN Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In his current capacity, he advises Governments on the 

modernization of international investment agreements, supports international consensus-

building, and leads UN research projects and publications. Dr. Beyer regularly speaks at and 

organizes high-level international conferences, including the World Investment Forum. He has led 

technical assistance and capacity-building missions to more than 20 countries and has trained 

and supported policymakers from over 70 countries. He regularly represents UNCTAD in a variety 

of international settings. 

Jason Rudall Associate Professor of Public International Law at Leiden University.  In addition 

to his teaching and publications, he is the co-leader of the major Dutch government research 
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grant-funded project H2OLAW: Law–Science Interfaces within the Law of the Sea and Fresh 

Water Law. Beyond academia, Dr Rudall has worked with international organisations, NGOs and 

law firms, and has been involved in several investor–state arbitration proceedings. His work on 

compensation in international law has been cited by the UN International Law Commission.  

Richard Stern is Director of the Global Tax Policy Center, Institute for Austrian and International 

Tax Law at Wirtschaftsuniversitaet, Wien. The Center conducts policy-relevant research for the 

academic community, governments, and business. He has worked advising governments on 

taxation issues for 25 years including leading EY’s Tax Administration and Reform Services. Before 

EY, Richard was Lead Tax Specialist for the World Bank Group’s Global Tax Team, as well as 

running the World Bank Group’s International tax and Tax Transparency Initiative from 2009-

2017. He was an economist at the International Monetary Fund for 8 years, working monetary 

and fiscal issues. He has taught at the Tax and Law Faculty, at WU since 2013. 

Sam van der Vlugt Assistant Professor Erasmus University of Rotterdam. He is an expert in tax 

questions related to sovereignty, fundamental rights, rule of law, and democracy. He obtained a 

joint-PhD from the university of Antwerp and the university of Salerno (cum laude) and holds 

LLM's in tax law (EUR) and European Union law (UvA).  

San Bilal Executive director of the European Centre for Development Policy Management 

(ECDPM).  His work focuses on geopolitics, international relations, development & climate finance, 

sustainable investment, economic diplomacy, economic recovery and transformation dynamics 

(notably in Africa and the Ukraine reconstruction), the European financial institutions and tools 

for external investments and the Global Gateway, trade and development, sustainable global 

value chains, private sector and industrialisation dynamics. 

Sandeep Bhattacharya focuses on domestic tax policy initiatives and managing the Secretariat 

of ADB’s Asia Pacific Tax Hub. Dr. Bhattacharya has over 25 years of experience in tax policy and 

administration, consulting, and academia. Prior to joining ADB, he taught classes in taxation, 

public economics, statistics, and econometrics, as well as supervised student research at Duke 

University. He has a PhD in economics from Georgia State University and has degrees from Duke 

University (Master of Public Policy); Delhi School of Economics (Master of Arts in Economics); and 

St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University (Bachelor of Arts with honors in economics). 

Irma Mosquera Valderrama Full Professor Chair Tax Governance  at Leiden Law School 

(Leiden University), the Netherlands, and Lead Researcher of the European Research Council ERC 

Funded Project GLOBTAXGOV. She is also the EU holder of the  Jean Monnet Chair on EU Tax 

Governance  (EUTAXGOV). She received her PhD (cum laude) in 2007 in the Netherlands. She 

was also a Fulbright Scholar (PhD research) at New York University, and the University of Florida 

(Gainesville), the United States. She has been a visiting professor at WU Wien University and 

Sorbonne University. She was also a member of the Reference Group (Policy & Operations 

Evaluation Department (IOB) Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs) evaluating the Dutch government 

policies and activities to strengthen tax systems in developing countries in the period 2012-2019.  

From 2022-2023, she was an external expert working on the UNDP Tax for SDGs Initiative- 

https://globtaxgov.weblog.leidenuniv.nl/
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developing a course on Tax for SDGs. She is a member of the editorial board of several 

international journals including the Journal of World Investment and Trade. 

 

 


